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Electoral College Reform 


The revolt of the Southern Democrats, led by Gov. 
Tuck and the Virginia legislature, exposes a long- 
recognized weakness in our electoral process. Al- 
though for years we have had in effect popular elec- 
tion of the President and Vice-President, the inade- 
quacies of the electoral system are only now being 
brought to the fore. 

The Virginia law makes it possible and highly 
likely that there will be on the Virginia ballot this 
November two sets of Presidential electors for the 
Democratic party,—those pledged to the nominees 
of the national party and those pledged to someone 
else. The effect is to thwart the popular election 
of President and Vice-President on truly national 
tickets, and to confuse the voter. Other Southern 
states may follow Virginia’s lead. 

The most practical reform is available in the pro- 
posal of Representative Gossett, H. J. Res. 9, for a 
constitutional amendment which would guarantee 
to the citizens predominant voice in choosing their 
executive. The Gossett resolution would not change 
the present apportionment of the electoral votes 
among the states. Each state would still be entitled 
to electoral votes equal to the number of its Senators 
and Representatives, but instead of choosing electors 
to cast these votes each state would be required to 
hold an election to determine the apportionment of 


"its votes among the candidates. The electoral votes 


of each state would then be divided among the can- 
didates in the same proportion in which the popular 
vote was divided. In addition to eliminating hazard- 
ous uncertainties from our electoral system this plan 
would extend Presidential election contests to the 
entire country as distinguished from the present prac- 
tice of concentrating on a few pivotal states. 

The proposed amendment has been reported out 
by the House Judiciary Committee. Prompt approval 
by the necessary two-thirds of the House would be 
a heartening step toward making secure the right 
of all citizens to control the Presidency. 


East-West Trade 


Provisions in the House version of the E.R.P. bill 
concerning East-West trade have serious implications 
for the success of the program. 

As the bill now stands, participating countries 


would be forbidden to use U. S. goods from E.R.P. 
funds as part of any product to be exported to Eastern 
Europe—if in the judgment of the United States 
these goods could be classified as implements of 
war. The Western European nations would, in 
effect, be subject to U. S. export regulations. 

As our export controls are tightened, implements 
of war are being defined as including trucks, boats, 
and many kinds of equipment and parts. 

An integral part of the European Recovery Pro- 
gram has been from the first the revival of East-West 
trade. Western Europe needs to export manufac- 
tured goods in return for the food, timber, and coal 
of Eastern Europe. If rigid trade barriers are erected 
between East and West, the program cannot go 
ahead as scheduled. It will also be far more costly 
to the U. S. 

The regulations would be extremely hard, if not 
impossible, to administer, and would probably be 
regarded by the E.R.P. nations as unjustified inter- 
ference in their affairs. 


Trade War? 


Meanwhile, U. S. exports to Eastern Europe are 
being subjected to more rigorous controls. Military 
authorities now pass on all shipments to make sure 
that they contain no materials of military importance. 

It is pointed out by the Administration as well as 
some groups in Congress, that a trade war with 
Russia would not be desirable—since the United 
States stands to gain much more by an expansion 
of trade throughout the world. In addition, our trade 
with the Soviet Union now brings us important ship- 
ments of chrome and manganese. 


W orld Health Organization 


Despite protests by medical men and United 
Nations supporters, the House Rules Commit- 
tee continues to block the resolution authorizing 
U.S. membership in the World Health Organ- 
ization. (See Trenvs, March 22.) 


The United States took a leading part in the 
work of the Interim Commission for the WHO. 
The Organization came into formal existence 
in February of this year, and the first World 
Health Assembly will be held in Geneva in 
June. Delay in U.S. participation would seri- 
ously hinder its work. 


What Action in Palestine? 


The U. N. General Assembly, meeting in special 
session April 16, will again be faced with finding a 
solution in Palestine. This time, the problem is 
even more urgent, since a bare month will remain 
before Britain is scheduled to end her mandate. 

When the U. S. Delegate announced that our gov- 
ernment is no longer supporting partition as the im- 
mediate solution in Palestine, he suggested that a 
U. N. trusteeship be created for all of Palestine as 
an interim arrangement to avoid chaos after May 15, 
until some solution can be reached. 

Under the Charter, a League of Nations mandate 
may come into the International Trusteeship System 
if a trust agreement is approved by the mandatory 
power (Britain), and a two-thirds vote of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. The administering authority, which 
may be a nation, a group of nations, or the U. N. 
itself, must be named in the trust agreement; it has 
the responsibility for maintaining law and order in 
the trust territory. 

Meanwhile, the Security Council is also seeking 
to bring Jews and Arabs together in an attempt to 
negotiate a truce. 


By-products of Arms Program 


Just as a return to a buyer’s market seemed pos- 
sible and the chances of additional government con- 
trols appeared remote, increasing concern is being 
expressed about the effect recent military proposals, 
if adopted, will have on inflation. 

Should an extensive program of building up the 
armaments of this country and Western Europe be 


undertaken, two things will result. One—large 
amounts of raw materials (especially steel), which 
are still far short of civilian requirements, will be 
diverted to military uses. Two—a military prepared- 
ness program will also mean increased government 
expenses. Tax reduction at the same time will leave 
little margin for reduction of the national debt. 
Meanwhile the position of unions negotiating for 
wage raises will be strengthened if large-scale arms 
production causes a greater labor shortage. 


An I.T.O. Charter Emerges 


After four months of heated debate, a charter for 
the International Trade Organization has been agreed 
upon by more than fifty of the world’s greatest trad- 
ing nations. The successful conclusion of the Havana 
Conference on March 24 means that, for the first 


time, an international code of fair trading practices — 


has been established. 

The charter represents a compromise. The United 
States would like to have seen the I.T.O. regulations 
somewhat tighter: on the other hand, the under- 
developed countries, and the nations which are strug- 
gling with postwar balance of payment difficulties, 
wanted more loophcles and exceptions. The fact that 
a Charter finally emerged is evidence of the willing- 
ness of the participating countries to make conces- 
sions in the common good, and to cooperate with 
one another under the United Nations. 

The charter must now be ratified by the respective 
countries before the I.T.O. officially comes into being. 
United States approval is not expected to be asked 
until the next session of Congress. 


* CURRENT LEGISLATION * 


European Recovery Program (S. 2202*): Senate- 
House conferees reported April 1 compromise bill 
providing full $5.3 billion for E.R.P., but limiting 
authorization to one year. Additional $798 million 
included for Greece, Turkey, China and U. N. Chil- 
dren’s Fund. 


Displaced Persons (S. 2242): Expected to come up 
in the Senate during April. (Trenps, Mar. 22). The 
House Immigration subcommittee has been working 
on a new bill which Mr. Fellows, Subcommittee 
Chairman, is expected to introduce momentarily. 


Reciprocal Trade (H. J. Res. 335*): Introduced by 
Mr. Doughton, ranking minority member on the 
House Ways and Means Committee, this resolution 
to extend the Reciprocal Trade Agreements for three 


years is before a Subcommittee headed by Mr. Gear- 
hart (R., Cal.). 


Rent Control (S. 2182): On March 30, the President 
signed a compromise bill. In its final form the bill 
extends rent control until March 31, 1949, and pro- 
vides for review by the Court of Emergency Appeals 


when recommendations of the local boards for de- 
control are adopted by the Housing Expediter 


(House roll call on acceptance of Conference Report, 


March 25, 1948, 220 to 116). 


Repeal of Margarine Tax: With the failure of 
efforts by Senators Fulbright and Maybank to in- 
clude the repeal of margarine taxes in the tax reduc- 
tion bill (roll call vote of 45 against to 33 for, March 
18) proponents of the legislation began working on 
House Discharge Petition #12 (Rivers). By April 
2 the required 218 Representatives had signed this 
Petition, thus discharging the House Agriculture 
Committee from further consideration of Mr. Rivers’ 
bill (H. R. 2245,* identical to Mitchell’s H. R. 4681). 
It will now be brought to the floor of the House 
for vote. 


Federal Aid to Education (S. 472): Senate passed 
this bill on April 1 with no major changes. Harder 
struggle expected in House. 


* Indicates League support. 
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